BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVI CE COWM SSI ON

In the Matter of The
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Entered: July 7, 2004
BY THE COW SSI ON:

The State Natural Gas Regulation Act (Act) requires that
the Comm ssion assess its expenditures for each quarter-year
agai nst al | jurisdictional utilities, subj ect to certain
adjustnments. See Neb. Rev. Stat. section 66-1841. The Act pro-
vides that the Comm ssion shall determine its expenditures for
the given quarter within 15 days after such quarter. This order
addresses the assessnment for expenses during the fourth quarter
of fiscal year 2003-2004, April through June 2004.

Actual fourth-quarter expenditures, including repaynent of
the $100,000 in seed noney appropriated to the Conm ssion,
total ed $175, 507. 55. Projected expenses for the first quarter
of the 2004-2005 state fiscal year total $49, 259. 39. The tota
bal ance in the State Natural Gas Regul ati on Cash Fund as of June
30, 2004, was $36, 501. 90.

OPI NI ON AND FI NDI NGS

Based upon the foregoing, the Commission finds that an
assessnent of $55,000.00 is necessary to pay all expenses, to
provide a sufficient reserve and to maintain a cash flow unti
the next assessnent evaluation and collection. Appendix A shows
the allocation of this amount to the Jurisdictional Utilities,
as required by Section 66-1841(4) of the Act. The all ocated
anounts are based upon nunber of neters served, as reported by
the Jurisdictional Uilities on or about April 30, 2004,
pursuant to Rule 006, of the Comm ssion Natural Gas and Pipeline
Rul es and Regul ations (Neb. Adm n. Code Title 291, Chapter 9).
The assessed anounts are as follows: for Aquila, $31,505.60;
for Kinder Mrgan, $16,633.10; and for NorthWstern Energy,
$6, 861. 30.

The Act permts a jurisdictional wutility to recover the
anmount of any assessnments or charges paid to the Comm ssion
pursuant to Section 66-1840 or 66-1841 as a special surcharge
billed to ratepayers. The surcharge nust be shown on custoner
billing statenents as required by Section 66-1841(7)(a).
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ORDER

I T IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Service Com
m ssion that the Jurisdictional Utilities pay the anounts set
forth above wthin 15 days from the date that notice of
assessment is mailed, as required by Neb. Rev. Stat .
8§ 66-1841(4).

MADE AND ENTERED at Lincoln, Nebraska, this 7th day of
July, 2004.

NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVI CE COW SSI ON

COWM SS|I ONERS CONCURRI NG:
Chai r man

ATTEST:

Executi ve Director
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Aqui | a
Ki nder Mbrgan
Nor t hWest er n

Tot al

No. 4

Met ers
185, 159. 00

97, 753. 00

40, 324. 00

323, 236. 00

57.28%

30. 24%

12. 48%

100. 00%

Appendi x A

Al | ocati on

$31, 505. 60

$16, 633. 10

$6, 861. 30

$55, 000. 00
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